


USTAD KAMAL SABRI



Ustad Kamal Sabri – Carrying forward a rich legacy  

 

The Sarangi Maestro 

Ustad Kamal Sabri, is an Internationally renowned musician , represents the 
seventh generation of illustrious Sarangi exponents belonging to the 400 year 
old Moradabad Gharana. Ustad Kamal Sabri, son of Sarangi legend Ustad Sabri 
Khan Sahab, has been reinventing the art of Sarangi-playing for many years 
while maintaining the rich legacy of his gharana which is the foremost gharana 
in the art of Sarangi-playing and Kamal Sabri is the leading Sarangi soloist of 
India. 

Kamal’s father has been responsible for popularizing Sarangi on a global scale 
and Kamal has been redefining it for the masses. He has demonstrated 
profound versatility in playing the Sarangi and has introduced innovations like 
adding a cello string to Sarangi. 

Ud Kamal Sabri was initiated into music and trained by his father from the 
tender age of five years. Hailed as a child prodigy, he soon made waves in the 
Global Music scene. His musical brilliance and innate talent took him from 
being a seasoned accompanist to an acclaimed soloist. 

He has worked with world Musician like Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 
(Pakistan), Ustad Zakir Hussain(India), Hossam Ramzy (Egypt), Ricky Niles 
(Barbados, West Indies), Jukka Tolonen (Finland), Jan Garbarek (Norway), 
Sergio Cammariere (Italy), Renato Matin (Brazil), Chick Corea (USA), . He has 
also recorded music with popular rock bands like Massive Attack and One 
Giant Leap.  

Ud Kamal Sabri has composed music for several Hollywood and Bollywood 
films, and delivered powerful background scores for documentary films, 
theatre and dance performances. He is also an accomplished vocalist. 

After the golden age of Sarangi till the mid 20th century, there was a vacuum in 
good Sarangi-playing. Ud. Kamal Sabri has put new vigour in this art and has 
inspired a new generations of Sarangi players with his distinct style, 
mentorship and dedication. He once again established Sarangi as a solo 
instrument while forging new partnerships with both Indian and foreign 
musicians. 

This effervescent master of the instrument considered closest in resemblance 
to human voice feels that Sarangi is the music of the eternal human soul. 

Ud Kamal Sabri continues to explore the vast realm of the music world yet 
retaining the purity of the Indian classical music through the strains of his 
Sarangi. 



Awards and Recognitions 

Ustad Kamal Sabri has been invited to several prestigious music festivals 
around the world like the Harballabh Music Festival in Jalandhar, Tansen 
Samaroh in Gwalior, Saptak Festival in Ahmedabad, Swami Haridas Music 
festival in Mumbai, ITC Sangeet Sammelan in Mumbai, World Peace Concert in 
Delhi, Sangeet Natak Academy Swarn Utsav in Hyderabad, "Art of the Bow" 
Festival in Geneva, (Switzerland), World Music Festival in  Lahore, (Pakistan), 
Oslo World Music Festival (Norway), Copenhagen World Music Festival 
(Denmark), Driveeast Festival NY (USA), World Music Asia, Chongjing (China), 
Asia Pacific Festival, Fukuoka (Japan) and BBC Millennium Concert in 
Birmingham, (UK), to name a few.  

Appreciation and rave reviews for his performance have come easily and 
spontaneously.  

Today he is a name to reckon with in the international cultural scene. He 
devoted close to a decade to bring the knowledge of Indian classical music to 
foreign shores while teaching in England, Finland, Denmark, Norway, USA and 
Russia. He has been a guest lecturer at several major universities and music 
academies around the world.  

Top graded artist of All India Radio, Ud Kamal Sabri has won several awards 
including 'The Best Instrumentalist' conferred by Indo-Western Society of 
Instrumental Music, 'in the year 2000 The Young Maestro Award' conferred by 
the Indo-Sri Lankan Cultural Council, 2016 Shri Krishna Peace-Unity Award 
(Vrindavan), The 'Sarangi Sultan Khitab’ at the prestigious Harballabh Music 
Festival. Nashville Music City Award (International Artist of The Year 2016), 
USA., Gold Medalist , Global Music Award , LA, California USA , New York City 
Musicians Recognition Award 2019 , USA. 

 He has many achievements to his credit including the privilege to be the 
youngest Indian musician to participate in "Les 24 heures du raga" (24 hours 
Millennium concert) in Paris, France. He made a record of sorts in that Festival 
by playing nine concerts along with his father, leaving the audience 
spellbound.  

Ustad Kamal Sabri has been invited many times to showcase his musical skills 
by the All India Radio, BBC, Radio France, Radio Pakistan, Radio Switzerland, 
Radio Italy, Radio Barbados(West Indies), and Finnish Broadcasting Company 
(Finland), NRK (Norway). 

 

 





Kamal Sabri with Prince and Princess of Spain

Kamal Sabri waiving the Indian Flag at Karachi International Festival, Pakistan, April 2010
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N E W  D E L H I :  B a b a  R a m d e v  a n d  M a t a 

Amritanandmayi, actor Rajinikanth, Bollywood 

directors Rajkumar Hirani and Rohit Shetty, 

industrialists GVK Reddy and Shiv Nadar and veteran 

vocalist Girija Devi were among the 1,897 names 

recommended for Padma awards this year but did not 

figure in the final list announced on January 25.

The list of persons for whom recommendations were 

received from one or more sources included film 

personality Gautam Navnitlal Adhikari, actor Sachin 

Pilgaonkar, music director Anu Malik, comic book 

creator Anant Pai, sarangi player Ustad Kamal 

Sabri, sarod player Pandit Tejendra Narayan 

Majumdar, herbal cosmetics entrepreneur Shahnaz 

Hussain and fashion designer Ritu Beri.

Rajinikanth, Rohit Shetty, Shiv Nadar, Ustad Kamal Sabri 
were among those recommended for Padma awards
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First ever CD on Indian Classical Music Produced & Released in Finland











Helsingin Sanomat News Paper in Finland 26th Feb. 2015
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Tihar inmates in Kamal 
Sabri’s album
Suruchi Sharma, TNN Jan 4, 2012, 
12.00AM IST
Tags:Ramesh Chapporam|Ma-
hender Jitender|Kamal Sabri(Ka-
mal Sabri with the inmates…)
In 2010, sarangi maestro Kamal 
Sabri started teaching music to the 
inmates of Tihar Jail, wanting to 
use music to make a difference to 
the inmates’ lives.

And now, after having taught 
them some of his craft, Kamal is 
all set to come out with his music 
album “Yo Kamaaaal... Sarangi Redefined”, which will be released by Times Music, comprising 
seven songs, out of which one song, “Hope”, is a tribute to the Tihar inmates.

”This song is my way of bringing some positivity to the life of these inmates,” says the maestro. 
The song has vocals by inmates Mahender, Jitender and Balkishan, and violin by Manu Sharma.

Appreciating all the help provided to him by the jail authorities, Kamal says, “I was a little scared 
when I was asked to teach music to the inmates. But my very first class with them worked as 
an eye-opener and gradual interaction with them made me realise that most of them were just 
circumstantial criminals. The jail authorities too gave me tremendous support in setting up the 
music room and arranging for the necessary instruments.”

Thanks to the joint effort, the music room is now “beaming and flourishing”. With constant prac-
tice, the inmates have become very good at playing instruments, with some of them even contem-
plating taking up music as a career when they come out. SM Bharadwaj, superintendent of Jail No 
2 that houses the music room, has been a witness to this change for some time now. He says, “Jail 
No 2 houses inmates serving either ten years or above as punishment or life imprisonment. So, it 
was necessary to give them something that helps them heal their suicidal tendencies, something 
that gives them hope, and what can be better than music?”

The inmates are ecstatic on being a part of the soon-to-be-released album. “Sangeet se asha aur 
ishwar milta hai, yeh maine guru Kamalji ki music class mein jaana,” says Ramesh Chapporam, 
who is serving life imprisonment under Section 302. Manu Sharma of the high-profile Jessica Lall 
case, who has learnt the violin from Kamal, says music has helped him become a better person. 
“Music is a great way to release stress. It helps us better than most medicines available in pharma-
cies,” he says.



First ever music album at 
Tihar by Kamal Sabri
Suruchi Sharma, TNN Feb 1, 
2012, 12.00AM IST

Tags:Tihar jail|Kamal 
Sabri|Delhi event(Kamal 
Sabri performing…)There’s 
a lot happening in the city’s 
Tihar Jail that’s making 
news - good news. Among the 
activities and pursuits aimed 
at correction and reform for 
inmates is music, and one 
such example was the recent 
launch of sarangi maestro 
Kamal Sabri’s music album “Sarangi Redefined” by Times Music, inside the jail premises. The album, 
which features vocals and music by Tihar’s inmates, was launched by politician Oscar Fernandes and 
Neeraj Kumar, DG, Prisons, Tihar.

”The album is a melange of various genres, including Indian classical, folk, jazz, rap and more. It’s 
something I’ve worked on passionately and I am very happy with the outcome,” said Kamal.

The launch also saw Fernandes enjoying the musical mahaul so much that the politico even played 
two songs on the mouth organ (harmonica), much to the inmates’ surprise and delight. “Music has 
been my passion since childhood, when I started playing the mouth organ. When I was invited to 
launch this album in Tihar, I was very excited, because I feel this is a great initiative to rehabilitate 
inmates by involving them in commercial activities,” he said.

As Kamal took centrestage to perform a song called “Hope” from this album, the inmates joined 
him, playing various musical instruments. All this while, Tihar inmate Manu Sharma, who has 
played the violin in the album, was conspicuous by his absence. Also seen at the launch was hair-
stylist Amzadd Habibb and Fernandes’ daughter Oshanie.



 
 

 
Kamal Sabri and his troupe perform in total sync 

A fusion musical evening in capital 
Chandna Arora, TNN, Sep 19, 2010  
 
 
It was an evening for fusion of all kinds. Sarangi player Kamal Sabri performed at the Delhi Gymkhana Club 
recently, and he had with him an eclectic troupe of musicians, from traditional Rajasthani ones to those who played 
modern western instruments.  
 
And he created an interesting fusion of a different kind — since he was doing a desert-themed performance, he got 
together a Kalbelia dancer from Rajasthan and a belly dancer from Lebanon to perform together.  
 
"That's always been an idea I'd cherished," said Sabri later. "I'd always wanted to get a traditional Rajasthani dancer 
and an exotic belly dancer, and put the two together to create visual fusion to go with our music." It certainly was 
entertaining — the troupe and the dancers had to return to the stage twice after the audience called for encores. 
Sabri had announced that they'd be presenting various types of desert music, from that of the deserts of Rajasthan to 
the sounds of West Asia, and show how those sounds were linked.  
 
Later, towards the end of the performance, they did some popular numbers too, like "Akhiyaan De Saamne", 
"Nimbooda", "Dama Dam Mast Kalandar" and even the Madhuri Dixit number "Mora Piya Ghar Aaya"! When 
asked about it, Sabri laughed and said, "When I'm in a classical performance, I play very seriously, like a 
traditionalist. At performances like these, I take it as it comes, going by the audience's taste and response." But he 
added that "Nimbooda" was a traditional Rajasthani folk song, and not just the Bollywood number made popular by 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan's dance.  
 
Rekha, the Kalbelia dancer, bent double — backwards. She bent over and picked up a pair of 100 rupee notes with 
her eyelids, then performed an even more incredible stunt by bending over double, picking up a note with her toes 
and transferring it to her mouth — therefore making a perfect circle with her body, bent over backwards! Laila, the 
Lebanese belly dancer, also got many oohs and aahs as her gyrations kept the audience riveted, and their jugalbandi 
was much applauded. Sabri told us that he was going to be performing at the Commonwealth Games closing 
ceremony, and was working on it with composer Ranjit Barot. At the club, Prakash Chandra, the Gymkhana 
president, told us that they organised performances like these on a regular basis for the club's members, and even 
tried to match the cuisine to the performance. On this evening, for instance, they had 'fusion cuisine' — 
Mediterranean and Rajasthani. Also present were club secretary OP Malhotra and the chairman of the 
entertainment committee, Arjun Kampani. 
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Sania, Shoaib & Sabri ki asha 
CHAN DNA ARORA, TNN, May 2, 2010, 12.00am 1ST 
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During the hype and hoopla over Sania Mirza and 
Shoaib's wedding reception in Pakistan, there was 
another Indian there at the time. Sarangi player 
Kamal Sabri is in Karachi currently, where he had 
gone to participate in the Karachi International 
Festival. 

The festival ended on Tuesday, and Sabri stayed on 
to perform at the country's National Academy of 
Arts on May 1. Sabri carried the Indian flag in the 
march before the festival began. 

He says the response at the festival was very good, 
for him as a classical musician and an Indian, and he thoroughly enjoyed the performances of 
international m1istes from Colombia, Spain, England, etc. But among the more interesting 
developments happening on the sidelines was all the buzz about 'Shaonia' there. "Mere Shaoib ke 
chacha se achhe tallukat hai, toh maine unhe phone kiya, Sania-Shoaib ko apna paigam bheja," says 
Sabri. "Par yahan toh log mere peeche hi pad gaye the. Kehte the, aap yahan se shaadi karke jaiye. 
Maine kaha nahin, main wahin theek hoon, ek ho jaye wahi bahut hai," he adds, laughing 
uproariously. 

Of course, the main event, the festival, was a very good experience for him because, he says, "the 
promotion of classical music has increased by leaps and bounds in Pakistan. There are many more 
organisations now promoting it than there used to be, and there's more of it on 1V too. I'm very 
glad that there's an initiative like Arnan Ki Asha - in fact, I'd like to perform for it next year with 
some artistes from Pakistan." But is the training in classical music there any more or less rigorous 
than that in India? "Yahan tayyari pe zyada dhyaan dete hain," says Sabri. "But there's a systematic 
way of presentation, which is equally good, which they're appreciating after watching Indian artistes 
perform. Their vision ofthe arts is broadening." 

User
Highlight



6th March 2010



Kamal Sabri with Ambassador of Oman, Mr. Humaid Ali

Kamal Sabri with Ambassador of France, Mr. Jerrome Bonafant



29th January 2010
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